Parables of Jesus — The Good Sar

The Prodigal Son lesson plan

Being Special: Where Do We Belong? (Thematic)
How should we care for others? ;

iritan and

ASSESSMENT AIM: 1. Sacred Texts (Stories,
Scriptures, parables & teachings)
e Can retell a religious story or parable

d
All these lesson plans cover all: * Can identify a sacred book (e.g. Bible)

-

e Can explain why a sacred text is important
to believers

The topics covered:

» Parable of the Lost Son/Prodigal Son
 The Parable of the Good Samaritan
 How should we behave?

e Who am | important to?

: B Included: RE Assessment Checklist

UK RE attainment targets

(Sacred Texts ¢ Beliefs ® Practices ® Identity ® Values ® Living)
Assessment sheets clearly show:

KS1 - KS2 progression

\

Suitable for planning evidence,
moderation, and Ofsted




Teacher’s overview of this ready-to-use lesson plan:

Here is the overview to satisfy the National Curriculum, combining multiple agreed syllabi:
* Who am | important to? (illustrated through the parable: The Prodigal Son.)
* What do religions say about what people are like and what they should be like?
* What do you think the perfect person would be like? Is it possible to be perfect?
* A community’s sense of what is right and wrong. (Morality & ethics.)
* How should we care for others? Compassion. (illustrated through the parable: The Good Samaritan.)

These are the specific questions covered and are in the Assessment at the end of the lesson plan:
Q. In the Prodigal Son parable, what makes a bad friend, and what had the Prodigal been aiming for in his life?
Q. When the Prodigal returned to his father, what happened?

Q. Why can someone become a slave to their pleasures and desires?
Q. What do you think loving your neighbour means?
Q. There are three types of love in the Bible. What are they?
Q. Describe the three men in the Good Samaritan who found the injured man, & what did they do?
Q. How important is it to feel accepted by a local community and/or God?
Resources required:
* None.



Parable of the Lost Son

Jesus told a story
about someone who
wasn’t aiming for
the right finish line
in their life. (Luke 15:11).
He didn’t realise he
was special, and he
didn’t know where
he belonged.

This story is known
as the Prodigal Son,
- or the Lost Son.




There was a man who had two sons, and the youngest one, whose aim in life was to have
a good time, cheekily asked his father for his share of his father’s wealth now, rather than
wait for it. Amazingly, his father gave him a huge bundle of money!

So, within a few days, this younger son had set off to explore the world
and to find fun and excitement. He got to a distant country which was
away from his boring father, and he began to live very wildly.
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Q. What do you think of that?
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He made lots of
‘friends’ because of all
the money he was
throwing around, and
whatever he wanted,
he got.

But then his money ran

out, and suddenly he
found that he had no
real friends, and
everyone left him.

Q. Why did they turn
out to be bad friends?




At that time, the country he
was in experienced massive
crop failures, and so there
was no food, and the shops
were empty.

He was desperate, so he got
a job looking after pigs,
which was a very smelly
and dirty job.

He had such a low wage
that he had no money left
to pay for food after he had
paid his bills.




He became so hungry that he - J } -~

ended up eating the same horrible Q. What woul‘d you | P
food that was given to the pigs! " have thought? ’
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“This is madness, none of the
people who work for my father
are ever hungry, and here | am
dying of hunger!

This is what | will do.

| will go and ask my father to
forgive me, and | will work for
him because | am not worthy to
be called his son anymore!”

So, he set off on the long
journey back.

Q. Was that a good
decision?




As usual, his father was
looking down the road
to see if his youngest
son would return.

Suddenly, he saw him
right off in the distance.

The father’s heart went
out to him, and he
started to run towards
his son.

Q. Was this good?




When they met each
other, the father
embraced himin a
giant hug!

The son was feeling
very guilty, and so he
said:

“Father, | have
behaved terribly
towards you, and |
have offended God.

| am no longer worthy
to be called your
son!”




But the father said,

“No, you are my son,
you have returned
home to me!

You could have been
dead, but you are alive!
You were lost, but now
you are found!”

Q. To start with, what
had this youngest son
been aiming for in his

life?




Living a life that is
focused on getting
pleasure for oneself at
the expense of other
people is destructive,
it’s selfish, and it is
wrong.

Some people choose to
put themselves first,
and they trample on

e Wm others so that they can
' : u“' ""“" 0o pamper themselves.

Q. Is this something
you are tempted to do?
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But the Bible says that when someone is like that, they are actually a slave to
their pleasures and desires. (See Titus 3:3)
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Q. How much power
do adverts have?

The urge to please
themselves becomes
stronger than what their
real needs are.

For example, a
| ‘shopaholic’ has such a
powerful urge to buy

more things that it
overrules their sensible

' mind.

They think, ‘l don’t need
anything else’, but the
urge pushes them into

| buying more stuff.



James in the Bible tells us:

“You must love and help your neighbours just as much as you love and take care
of yourself.” James 2:8 The Living Bible

We take care of ourselves by trying to protect our feelings and our bodies from
any harm.

But the Bible is saying here: Don’t stop at that, have those sorts of thoughts for
other people as well.

Q. What do you think loving
your neighbour means?




The word ‘love’ in the English language means lots of different things.
Whereas in the Bible (and in some other languages), love has a
different word for each of its different meanings.

For example, there is a different word for:

. You love your best friend because of their
qualities, and you can trust them.

to someone else.

continues to love, regardless of whether that person

deserves to be loved or not.

Q. So, which sort of love do you think it means in the Bible verse:

“You must love and help your neighbours”? James 2:8 The Living Bible



The verse:

“You must love and help
your neighbours” means:

To love them with God’s
love, even though they may
be unlovely.

Q. Who do you think ‘your
neighbour’ is in that verse?

It is more than just the
people who live in the
houses near you, as we will
now see from the next
parable.




The Parable: The Good Samaritan

Jesus told this parable to
explain who our neighbours
are. (Luke 10:31-37)

See if you can work out who
was a good neighbour:

A Jewish man started on a
lonely journey from Jerusalem
to Jericho.

It was a walk of about 15 to 20
miles through the rough
countryside where no one
lived.

Suddenly, a gang of robbers
jumped on him.

They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him and went
away, leaving him half dead!



A Jewish priest happened to
be walking along the same
track, so when he saw the
man lying on the ground,
bleeding and groaning, he
anxiously looked around him
to see if the robbers were still
there.

Then he quickly sidestepped
the man and carried on
walking, hoping that the
robbers weren’t still in the
area.



Later in the day, a spiritual
Jewish man also walked
along the track, and he saw
this pitiful sight of the man
lying on the ground.
Perhaps he thought he had
better not get involved, and
anyway, helping the man
would make him late for his
appointment.

So he too passed around the
injured man.

Q. Any thoughts so far

- % on this situation?
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Later, a Samaritan man came along
the track and saw the beaten man
= on the ground.

"S\ ' He took pity on him even though
£ | Samaritans and Jews were normally
hostile towards each other.
7 For centuries, the two nations had
* been enemies.
But this Samaritan only saw an
injured man whom he could help.
So he tore some of the clothes that
he was wearing and made bandages
out of them.
After he had given first aid to the
man, he lifted him and put him on
his own donkey.
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Then he went to find an inn where
the man could be given a bed so
that he could rest and get healed
from his injuries.

The next day, the Samaritan gave
the innkeeper enough money to
keep him there for several days, and
he said; '
“Look after him, and when | return, | ..
will reimburse you for any extra -

-

expense you may have.” E = —
p/ 4 Q. “Which of these three do
That was the end of Jesus’ story, so P/ % you think was a neighbour to
he then asked them a question. | T\ the man who fell into the
What is your answer to this S hands of robbers?”

question:
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Remember that both their countries were enemies.
After the crowd had given Jesus their answer of
“The Samaritan”, Jesus said, “Go and do the same.”
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Q. If you have an ‘enemy’, how difficult WOuId it be for |

a"

Q. How difficult would it have been for a
Samaritan to have helped a Jew?



Final discussion:

\ The Bible contains many ‘messages’ to this
<= world, like loving your neighbour.
// Q. If you could write one message to the

world, what would it be?

_ Talk about the feelings of being accepted.

/ For example, the youngest son spent all of
his money on wild living, and then his father
accepted his apology and accepted him back
into the family.

Q. How important is it to feel accepted by

™ God?

Q. How important is it to feel accepted by a
local community?



Name: Assessment for the lesson: Date:

Q. In the Prodigal Son parable, what makes a bad friend, and what had the Prodigal been aiming for in his life?
Q. When the Prodigal returned to his father, what happened?

Q. Why can someone become a slave to their pleasures and desires?

Q. What do you think loving your neighbour means?

Q. There are three types of love in the Bible. What are they?

Q. Describe the three men in the Good Samaritan who found the injured man, & what did they do?

Q. How important is it to feel accepted by a local community and/or God?



A printable Religious Education Assessment Checklist KS1 and KS2 is downloadable at:
https://notmanywise.uk/assessment-sheet

See more free
lesson plans,
videos and other
resources at

Not Many Wise:

://notmanywise.uk


https://notmanywise.uk/
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