All these lesson plans cover all:

UK RE attainment targets

(Sacred Texts o Beliefs ® Practices ® Identity ® Values ® Living)
Assessment sheets clearly show:

KS1 - KS2 progression

Suitable for planning evidence,
moderation, and Ofsted

The Biblical Creation Story Explained Lesson Plan

ASSESSMENT AIMS: 2. Beliefs (Ideas about
God, truth, meaning & purpose).

Can describe what believers think about
God or ultimate reality.

Can recognise that people believe different
things.

Can ask thoughtful questions about belief
and meaning.

Can compare beliefs between worldviews.

The topics covered:

What makes something designed?

Chance, chaos or an overall plan?

Firstly, God created a formless ball in space.
Then came the days of creation.

Followed by one day of rest to give us an
ideal work pattern.

Included: RE Assessment Checklist




Teacher’s overview of this ready-to-use lesson plan:

Here is the overview to satisfy the National Curriculum, combining multiple agreed syllabi:
Creation and science, conflicting or complementary? (Creation)

How do different religions explain where the world came from?

How did the religions and worldviews begin?
What do believers think about God?

These are the specific questions covered and are in the Assessment at the end of the lesson plan:
Q. How did a smartphone come to be a certain shape, and why does it work?
Q. How did this flower come to be this shape, and why does it work? Was this flower designed?
Q. In your opinion, what are the pros and cons of Creation and Evolution?
Q. What was created before day 1 and then on day 1°?
Q. What two major events happened on day 37
Q. The Bible says things were ‘created according to their kind’. What does that mean?
Q. What special task on day 6 did God give to humankind?

Resources required:
* A wastepaper bin with some rubbish in it, a smartphone and (optional) a flower or a leaf.



The Biblical Creation Story Explained



Here is something that | want you to see:
| need a volunteer to say what they think of it.

(Teacher’s note: Hold up the wastepaper bin with all rubbish in it).

It is in here, so what do you think of it?

What do you mean? Where is it?

It’s all those things in here that together make
up what | have made.

Q. What do you think of what | have made?




Okay, next item.

(Teacher’s note: Hold up a smartphone).

Q. How did this smartphone come to
be this shape, and why does it work?




Answer:

* |t was put together; it was
assembled.

e But before that, the parts were
made.

* But before that, the parts and
the finished phone were
designed.

* But before that, the designer
had the idea that he would
design a smartphone.

Q. What is the real difference between the
phone and what was in the wastepaper bin?




The wastepaper bin was just a collection of
rubbish.

It was not in any particular form or shape.

And each bit had no meaningful connection with
what was next to it.

Also, the total pieces of the bin, when together, did
not form something better and more useful.

But the phone was put together with specific
parts.

When properly assembled, they were able to work
together to do so many things.
Amazing!

The main difference was that the phone was
designed by a designer, but the contents together
in the bin were not.
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Here’s another object:

Q. How did this flower come to be

this shape, and why does it work?

It grew into that shape because the plant was able
to get:

* Water and nutrients from the ground.

e Carbon dioxide and oxygen from the air.

* Enough sunlight.

This process, which makes the plant grow, is called
photosynthesis.

Q. So was this flower designed?



Q. Was there a designer?

Did God create the world and us?

N

Christians believe that plants, animals, humans, in fact, the whole earth
and all of the universe were designed by the great Designer, God.

So, to go back to our flower:

It grew into that shape because the plant was able to photosynthesise.

But to be able to photosynthesise, there had to be such things as water,
nutrients, carbon dioxide, oxygen and sunlight....
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So, at some point, the water,
nutrients, etc, had to be created
so that they were available.

But before that, all these things
had to be designed as to how
they would operate together.

And before that, the designer had
the idea of what all the finished
plants, animals, etc, would look
like. This is known as ‘Creation’.




Science looks at things and asks ‘How did
that come about?’

It can answer many questions and has
worked out how things work together.

For example, we now know how the eyes
work, and we know all about the different
chemicals in the blood, etc.

But when science goes further back in time,
many assumptions and more guesswork
have to be used, purely because no one
was around then to see what happened.




So, scientists propose ‘theories’
(suggestions on how something
occurred) and then other
scientists will consider it, and

over time, the theory will be
tested.

Some theories will be found to
be totally wrong, some will be
half right, and others will be

§ right until a new theory comes
! along and disproves them.
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) - "‘/ The Big Bang is a theory which has gained acceptance on TV
» ] and other media and is often quoted as fact.
But within the group of specialist scientists, they have serious
doubts about the Big Bang because it has too many unsolved
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- problems.
- | It is a theory that answers many questions on how the
S 5 T universe began, but it does not answer many other
s ’ ] ) | qguestions, which puts doubt upon the whole theory.
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There are people who don’t believe in a

creator God, so they believe in the Big Bang )
theory, which states that over billions of years, / ¢
simple things came into being and evolved ;

]

. into much more complex creatures and plants. 4 { )
A Th|s is known as ‘Evolution’. '/ | b
: | A WM & Ts / / i
i i Q In your opmlon what are the pros and cons of Creatlon and Evolution?




Christians don’t believe that
everything came together by chance.

Christians would say that if it were
left to chance, then that would be
like looking into the wastepaper bin.

Things would be chaotic, and there
would be no design in it at all.




The more that scientists learn about nature and how
things work, the more we learn how amazing these
plants, animals, and the whole universe are.

Everything has been designed so well!

There is just something in most of us, when we look up
at the stars on a dark winter’s night, that says,
“Amazing! There must be a God who created all of this!”

The Bible explains it this way:

“The heavens declare the glory of God;
The skies proclaim the work of his hands.” psalms 19:1 NIV




The Bible describes how the whole world and the
universe came into existence.

Firstly, the Bible tells us:

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth.

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters.” cenesis 1:1-2 niv

According to the Bible, at the beginning of time,
God created the Earth.

We do not know how long this took; it could have
been seconds or millions of years!

The next phase is where we are told about the
‘Days of Creation.

This is split into 7 sections, which are called 7 days:

Q. Is there a problem with God creating the world suddenly from nothing?



DAY 1 (Genesis 1:3-5)

“And God said, ‘Let there be light, and there was
light. God saw that the light was good, and he
separated the light from the darkness. God called
the light ‘day,” and the darkness he called ‘night.’
And there was evening, and there was morning
the first day.” cenesis 1:3-5 NIV

So here we have the Earth spinning in space and
totally covered by one huge ocean.

Christians believe that God is totally powerful
and that nothing is impossible for Him.

God commanded a light to shine on the earth,
but it couldn’t have been the sun because that
was created on day 4.

At the end of the Bible, in Revelation, God
becomes heaven’s light, and there is no need for
the sun, so perhaps that is what is happening
here.



DAY 2 (Genesis 1:6-8)

This day covers the creation of the Earth’s
atmosphere.

We now know how important the atmosphere is
to protect us and to give us just the correct
environment for life.

The Bible gives one whole day of creation to the
atmosphere:

“And God said, ‘Let there be an expanse between
the waters to separate water from water.

So God made the expanse and separated the
water under the expanse from the water above it.
And it was so. God called the expanse ‘sky’.

And there was evening, and there was morning
the second day.” Genesis 1:6-8 NIv

Q. What do you think the waters above the expanse mean?
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| DAY 3 (Gene5|s 1:9- 13)

3 Answer: It means the water in the clouds. A thundercloud can carry 100,000 tons of water!
So clouds that carry a lot of water are separate from the water in the ocean.

Day three was when God caused the continents to be pushed
up from the ocean floor. And then all the different plants and
trees grew up and covered the earth:

“And God said, ‘Let the water under the sky be gathered to
one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.

God called the dry gfound ‘land,” and the gathered waters he
called ‘seas.”’ And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, ‘Let the land produce vegetation:
seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with
seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so.
The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according
to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according
to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

And there was evening, and there was morning the third day.”

Genesis 1:9-13 NIV
|



Did you notice in the Bible
verses on the last slide that it
stated a couple of times:
‘And God saw that it was
good.

Q. What do you think it
means by being good?

Answer: It was well-designed,
and it was perfectly made.

Ay S .
Q. When you look at the natural world, would you agree that it is good?
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DAY 4 (Genesis 1:14-19)

This was when the sun, moon, planets and stars were made:
"And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky
to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as
signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them be
lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.
And it was so.

God made two great lights — the greater light to govern the
day and the lesser light to govern the night.

He also made the stars. God set them in the expanse of the
sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the night,
and to separate light from darkness.

And God saw that it was good.

And there was evening, and there was morning the fourth

14
day. Genesis 1:14-19 NIV

It says here that the sun, moon, planets and stars give us
light, but they also serve as signs to mark seasons and days

and years. Q. How do they mark seasons, days, and years?



Answer:
* The Earth spins, giving day and night.
 The moon gives us a 29-day month.

 The Earth does one orbit of the sun in 365 days, 5 hours and 48
minutes, which gives us a year.

 Stonehenge shows that people then were able to measure the
length of the sun’s shadow and the seasons.

* As the year progresses, the position of the shadow changes,
and then twice a year (21 June and 21t December), the
shadow stands still. This is known as the ‘solstice’, and it is a
way of marking the seasons.

 The Egyptians measured their year by the rising of a bright star,
Sirius, at dawn.

* A Greek poet in about 750 B.C. wrote:
“Begin your harvest when the Pleiades are rising (= May),
and ploughing when they are going to set. (= November)
Set your slaves to winnow the grain when strong Orion first
appears.” (=July).

* Asolar eclipse occurs every 18 years and 11 days. The
Babylonians, Egyptians and Greeks knew this.




DAY 5 (Genesis 1:20-23)

This was when the sea and flying creatures
were created:

“And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the sky.’

So, God created the great creatures of the sea

and every living and moving thing with which
the water teems, according to their kinds, and
every winged bird according to its kind.

And God saw that it was good.

God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and
increase in number and fill the waters in the
seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.

And there was evening, and there was morning
the fifth day.”

Genesis 1:20-23 NIV




In nature, we find many amazing things.

For example, guillemots lay their eggs on bare
windswept rocks, but the eggs have a special
shape so that when the wind blows, the eggs
rotate, whereas an ordinary egg shape would
roll off the rock and get broken!

It is interesting to think about this: did they
evolve into that shape, or were they designed to
be like that?

Bearing in mind evolution requires many 1000’s
of years for things to ‘evolve’, surely, all the eggs
would have blown off the rocks.

Guillemots don’t live for 1000’s of years, so how
can they eventually lay the right-shaped egg?



DAY 6 (Genesis 1:24-31)

This was when the land creatures were
created, including humans:

“And God said, ‘Let the land produce living
creatures according to their kinds:

livestock, creatures that move along the
ground, and wild animals, each according to
its kind.

And it was so.

God made the wild animals according to their
kinds, the livestock according to their kinds,
and all the creatures that move along the
ground according to their kinds.

And God saw that it was good...” Genesis 1:24-25 nIv



Did you notice a phrase that
keeps occurring, which is,
“were created according to

their kind”?

So, for example, from a
wolf-like animal ‘kind’
would arise dogs, coyotes,
wolves, etc.

Some scientists and

Christians believe in
changes to shape, colours,
etc, but all within their
‘kinds’. So all of them from
a wolf-like animal would be
a wolf/dog sort or ‘kind’.




When you start to
look at how complex
eyes are, how could
sight evolve?

Or what about
reproduction, where a
male and a female are
required?

This is not something
that can evolve over
1000s of years,
because without
reproduction, animals
and plants die out.




DAY 6 (continued)

“..Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our
image, in our likeness, and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of
the air, over the livestock, over all the
earth, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground.’

So, God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them.

God blessed them and said to them,

‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it.

Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds
of the air and over every living creature
that moves on the ground’...” enesis 1:26-28 NIV P~ o,

: /
Q. What special task did God give to us (humankind)?



DAY 6 (continued)

Answer: To rule over the creatures and other animals.

Q. Does that mean being cruel to them?

No, a good leader can rule without being unkind.

“Then God said, ‘| give you every seed-bearing plant
on the face of the whole earth and every tree that
has fruit with seed in it.

They will be yours for food.

And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of
the air and all the creatures that move on the ground
— everything that has the breath of life in it — | give
every green plant for food.” And it was so.

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. -
And there was evening, and there was morning the T wg f,?‘é' \
sixth day.” L

Genesis 1:29-31 NIV

W

Q. What would humans, birds and animals eat?
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Answer: They would eat seeds, fruit, nuts,
vegetation and leaves:

“l give you every seed-bearing plant on the face
of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit
with seed in it. They will be yours for food.”

“And to all the beasts of the earth and all the
birds of the air and all the creatures that move
on the ground — everything that has the breath
of life in it — I give every green plant for food.”
The eating of meat came later in the Bible, at
the time of Noah. God said to Noah:
“Everything that lives and moves about will be
food for you. Just as | gave you the green plants,
| now give you everything.” cenesis 9:3 niv

Q. Do you feel guilty about eating meat?



Answer: If animals are
badly treated for the
production of meat, then
that is wrong.
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Eating an excessive
amount of meat is not
good.

But if the animals are well
looked after, the Bible
says it is okay to eat meat
because God has allowed
it, if received with

thankfulness.
(1 Timothy 4:3-4 NIV)




In Genesis 1:26, which we
recently read, it says:

“Then God said, ‘Let us
make man in our image, in
our likeness, and let them
rule over...”

Q. God created mankind in
his own image. What does
that mean?




Answer: God is invisible, so it doesn’t
mean we look like him.

A coin bears an image of the king or queen.
That does not mean that the king or queen
consists of just a head!

So, humans bear something of God, an
image of God, in them, and it is this that
makes us different from animals.

Q. So what actually makes humans
different from animals and creatures?

Answer: Humans can reason and design things.

They can construct complex machines and amazing
electronic gadgets.

Humans can create music, pictures, write stories, and
poetry etc.




" DAY 7 (Genesis 2:2-3)
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“On the seventh day God finished his work
that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work that he had
done. So God blessed the seventh day and
made it holy.” Genesis2:2-3NIv

Q. Why do you think it says that God rested?

Because God is God, He cannot get tired;
His energy is unlimited.

He had made everything, but He is still
involved with His creation.

The Bible tells us that God still holds things
together and that He ‘sustains’ all things.

By God resting on the seventh day, it set
up an ideal work pattern of having one
rest day in seven for us.



Christians believe that God has
designed and created the whole
universe.

Therefore, some Christian songs and
hymns celebrate that God created
the world.

Q. Why do you think this is
something to feel happy about?

Q. How far do you feel you are part
of the natural world?

Q. Does this have any effect on
the way you behave?




Name: Date:

Specific assessment for this lesson:

Q. How did a smartphone come to be a certain shape, and why does it work?

Q. How did this flower come to be this shape, and why does it work? Was this flower designed?
Q. In your opinion, what are the pros and cons of Creation and Evolution?

Q. What was created before day 1 and then on day 1?

Q. What two major events happened on day 3?

Q. The Bible says things were ‘created according to their kind’. What does that mean?

Q. What special task on day 6 did God give to humankind?



For teachers' background interest:
Background information on the individual days of creation:

See this article: ‘Does Genesis Fail Scientific Study? Day 1’
https://notmanywise.uk/does-genesis-fail-scientific-study-day-1/

And this article on ‘Creation Days 2 and 3 — Atmosphere and Vegetation’
https://notmanywise.uk/creation-days-2-and-3-atmosphere-and-vegetation/

Also see this article on ‘Creation Of The Sun, Moon and Stars — Is Genesis Scientific?’
https://notmanywise.uk/creation-of-the-sun-moon-and-stars-scientific/

Or this one, ‘According to Their Kinds — Does Science Threaten Genesis?’ (Creation days 5
and 6.) https://notmanywise.uk/according-to-their-kinds-genesis-and-science/

Evolution is taught as if it were a certain fact, but many hundreds of scientists now have
reservations about this. See: ‘The scientific community question the Big Bang’s validity’

within ‘Evidence for the Big Bang Theory’:
https://notmanywise.uk/evidence-for-the-big-bang-theory/



A printable Religious Education Assessment Checklist KS1 and KS2 is downloadable at:
https://notmanywise.uk/assessment-sheet

See more free
lesson plans,
videos and other
resources at

Not Many Wise:

notmanywise.uk

Image credit: [i] Guillemots near Flamborough Head Copyright J Thomas
https://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=3902351 and licensed for reuse under Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic.


https://notmanywise.uk/
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